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STATE AVIATION STRATEGY 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.08 am]: I present for tabling the 
government’s “Western Australian State Aviation Strategy”, which was endorsed by cabinet on Monday, 
2 February 2015. 
[See paper 2666.] 

Mr D.C. NALDER: It is the first time that the state has had a comprehensive aviation strategy. It was developed 
in consultation with all stakeholders and is aimed at supporting the economic and social development of 
Western Australia through the provision of safe, affordable, efficient and effective aviation services and 
infrastructure. The strategy also provides a sound framework for policy setting, future planning and investment 
in Western Australia’s international and domestic air services and airport infrastructure. Aviation infrastructure 
at Perth Airport has not kept pace with growth, resulting in delays and congestion for air travellers, particularly 
impacting on the resource industry. 

Over the past 10 years, the local government–operated Pilbara airports have been growing at average compound 
rates of around 20 per cent per annum. The airports are constrained by lack of access to capital and lack of 
specialist airport management expertise. Therefore, it is essential for the state to play a more active role in the 
aviation sector to ensure that all air services and airports keep up with Western Australia’s development.  

The intended outcomes of this strategy include timely provision of aviation infrastructure at Perth Airport 
through close engagement with Perth Airport on its forecasting, master and infrastructure planning; developing 
the third runway through engagement with Perth Airport and the commonwealth; identification of suitable sites 
to plan for a future second Perth metropolitan airport and a future second general aviation airport; meeting 
Pilbara airports’ demand at these nationally critical assets with timely provision of capital for infrastructure 
through private sector investment; an aviation training strategy for the state to meet the need for future skills; 
further developing links to interstate and international tourism markets; ensuring that air services continue to 
regional WA on marginal air routes through the review of regular public transport regulated air routes; and 
reducing the disproportionate cost of aviation security borne by passengers at small regional airports by directly 
representing the state’s concerns to the commonwealth. The recommendations in the strategy do not require 
additional government funding. The objectives will be achieved within existing budgets. 

WA is an enormous state covering one-third of the Australian continent, where effective transport and 
communication are heavily dependent on reliable aviation services. This government’s state aviation strategy 
will provide a foundation for the state to play a more active role in the aviation sector to ensure that air services 
and airports keep up with WA’s economic and social development. 
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